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Session 1 – Why do we need connection groups? 
• To help people grow in Christ! 

• Groups enhance the church’s work in making disciples. 

And Jesus came and said to them, “All authority in heaven and on earth has been given 

to me. Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the 

Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all that I have 

commanded you. And behold, I am with you always, to the end of the age.” (Matthew 

28:18–20, ESV) 

• Aspects of this happen the best in small groups. 

And let us consider how to stir up one another to love and good works, not neglecting to 

meet together, as is the habit of some, but encouraging one another, and all the more as 

you see the Day drawing near. (Hebrews 10:24–25, ESV) 

• Groups follow the example of the early church. 

“And day by day, attending the temple together and breaking bread in their homes, they 

received their food with glad and generous hearts,” (Acts 2:46, ESV)  

• Jesus set the example of small groups by discipling 12 men. 

“And when day came, he called his disciples and chose from them twelve, whom he named 

apostles:” (Luke 6:13, ESV)  

• Groups facilitate the equipping of people for ministry. 

“And he gave the apostles, the prophets, the evangelists, the shepherds and teachers, to equip 

the saints for the work of ministry, for building up the body of Christ,” (Ephesians 4:11–12, ESV) 

• Groups are a platform for leadership development. 

“and what you have heard from me in the presence of many witnesses entrust to faithful men, who 

will be able to teach others also.” (2 Timothy 2:2, ESV)  

Session 2 – The mission of Connection Groups 
• The mission of the Connection Group ministry is to seek the continuous spiritual transformation 

of disciples so that they will increasingly display the qualities of Christ-likeness in life.  

• The Connection Groups form an intimate group setting where the members will learn to connect 

biblical truth with life by encouraging, challenging, and supporting one another in life and 

ministry. 

• As the Church grows, the Connection Groups will multiply, launching new groups to ensure that 

every partner may participate in an intimate group setting.  

• We will continuously develop group leaders in their ability to provide care and nurture for their 

group members. 
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Session 3 – The six purposes of Connection Groups. 
• Discipleship – Seeking continuous growth in Christlikeness. 

“Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of 

the Son and of the Holy Spirit,” (Matthew 28:19, ESV)  

• Worship – Our principle occupation as believers. 

“But the hour is coming, and is now here, when the true worshipers will worship the Father in 

spirit and truth, for the Father is seeking such people to worship him. God is spirit, and those who 

worship him must worship in spirit and truth.” (John 4:23–24, ESV)  

• Fellowship – Participation in Christian community for building up one-another in the faith. 

“Therefore encourage one another and build one another up, just as you are doing.” (1 

Thessalonians 5:11, ESV)  

• Ministry – Ministry to one another in the group and the church. 

“And he gave the apostles, the prophets, the evangelists, the shepherds and teachers, to equip 

the saints for the work of ministry, for building up the body of Christ,” (Ephesians 4:11–12, ESV)  

• Mission – Declaring the gospel through word and works in the local community and the world. 

“But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you, and you will be my 

witnesses in Jerusalem and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the end of the earth.” (Acts 1:8, ESV) 

• Multiplication - Groups should be working towards growth and planting/launching another 

group 
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Session 4 – The spiritual growth goals for each member.  
Continuous growth in . . .  

• Bible engagement – Read, study, understand, and apply biblical truth in life.  

“This Book of the Law shall not depart from your mouth, but you shall meditate on it day and 

night, so that you may be careful to do according to all that is written in it. For then you will 

make your way prosperous, and then you will have good success.” (Joshua 1:8, ESV) 

• Sanctification – Being set apart from sin and self, and dedicated to the purposes and plans of 

God. 

“For just as you once presented your members as slaves to impurity and to lawlessness leading 

to more lawlessness, so now present your members as slaves to righteousness leading to 

sanctification.” (Romans 6:19, ESV)  

• Ministry – Serving God and others for His glory using gifts and talents. 

“And he gave the apostles, the prophets, the evangelists, the shepherds and teachers, to equip 

the saints for the work of ministry, for building up the body of Christ,” (Ephesians 4:11–12, ESV)  

• Witnessing – Declaring the hope of the gospel in word and deed. 

“But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you, and you will be my 

witnesses in Jerusalem and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the end of the earth.” (Acts 1:8, ESV)  

• Living by Faith – Trusting God by His word and living obediently. 

“Trust in the Lord with all your heart, and do not lean on your own understanding. In all your 

ways acknowledge him, and he will make straight your paths.” (Proverbs 3:5–6, ESV)  

• Seeking God – Fully devoted to God and thus seeking Him. 

“And without faith it is impossible to please him, for whoever would draw near to God must 

believe that he exists and that he rewards those who seek him.” (Hebrews 11:6, ESV)  

• Close relationships – Seek to develop relationships with others that go beyond the superficial. 

“Love one another with brotherly affection. Outdo one another in showing honor.” (Romans 

12:10, ESV)  

• Transparency – Openness about needs, hurts, and failures for mutual support and healing. 

“Therefore, confess your sins to one another and pray for one another, that you may be healed.” 

(James 5:16, ESV)  

(Extrapolated from a book by Daniel Im, “No Silver Bullets.”) 
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Session 5 – Connection Group Gatherings – Weekly Study 
• Duration – 1-2 Hours in length (Suggested 1 ½ hours) 

• Location – A comfortable setting for open discussion. 

• Semesters – (Fall – Sep. thru Dec.), (Winter/Spring – Jan. thru May) 

• Group Restart – The group should restart and enroll participants at the beginning of each 

semester. 

• Consistency – Do not cancel because people are missing or the leader is not available. 

• Group Agreement – Establishes the meeting plan and guidelines 

• Meeting activities (Aim for balance without being excessively rigid) 

• Sharing  

• Worship 

• Bible discussion  

• Caring/Prayer 

• Business and planning (Not at every meeting) 

• Missions Planning – Discuss opportunities for local and distant missions’ involvement. 

(PEACE) 

Session 6 – Connection Group Gatherings – Other Gatherings 
• Service opportunities – Opportunities for the group to serve together.  

• Local missions – Engage in local ministry opportunities integrating the principles of PEACE.  

• Distant missions–Support missions outside the local community. 

• Fellowship – Gather for food, a trip, or activity outside the normal weekly meeting.  

• Evangelistic Venues – Events for inviting the unchurched to a non-threatening gathering. 
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Session 6 – Personal Considerations 

Considerations for leaders 
• Pray for the group members and the group through out the week. 

• Maintain a pure and close relationship with the Lord. 

• Be well prepared for the weekly meeting. 

• Reach out to others who may not be in a group. 

• Provide shepherding care for the group members. 

• Identify and mentor an assistant/apprentice leader. 

• Establish long range goals for the group. 

• Maintain connection with the Connect Group Director. 

Considerations for group members 
• Faithfully attend group activities unless providentially hindered. 

• Inform your group leader if you cannot attend a meeting. 

• Be prepared for the weekly meeting. 

• Maintain a pure and close relationship with the Lord. 

• Reach out to others who may not be in a group. 

• Care for the other group members. 

• Support the larger picture for the Connect Group ministry. 

 


